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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1962 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Stourport-on  Severn  Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1962. 

The  report  is  divided  into  the  following  sections: — 

“A”  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

“B”  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

“C”  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

“D”  Housing 

“E”  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

“F”  Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 


Main  Occupations  of  the  Area: 

The  principal  industries  of  the  area  comprise  the  manufacture 
of  carpets,  ceramic  insulators,  chains  for  many  purposes,  wire  cables, 
fans,  timber  products  and  electric  transformers.  There  is  also  a 
tannery,  vinegar  works  and  a  factory  producing  concrete  slabs  of 
all  kinds. 

In  addition  there  are: 

(a)  Three  large  Oil  Companies  engaged  in  the  storage  and 
distribution  of  petrol  and  oil. 

(b)  One  Company  engaged  in  the  bulk  storage  and  distribution 
of  imported  timber. 

All  timber  and  some  petrol  and  oil  arrives  by  boat  from 
Avonmouth,  Stourport-on-Severn  being  the  head  of  the  portion  of 
the  River  Severn  which  is  navigable  by  commercial  traffic.  The 
quantity  of  petrol  transported  by  river  has  decreased  over  the  years 
as  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  of  petrol  being  delivered  by 
pipeline,  this  now  being  the  main  avenue  of  supply. 

There  is  also  in  the  district  one  of  the  largest  Power  Stations 
in  the  Midlands. 
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SECTION  “A” 


AREA  IN  ACRES  3218 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  (end  of  1962) 

According  to  Rate  Books  .  .  . .  . .  . .  4002 

RATEABLE  VALUE  . £221,693 

SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  ONE  PENNY  RATE  .  .  £923 

REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  ESTIMATE  OF  RESIDENT 

POPULATION  (1962  Census)  .  12230 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


TOTALS 

Male  Female  1962  1961 

111  112  223  220 

6  4  10  16 


117  116  233  236 


THE  BIRTH  RATE  per  1000  estimated  population 


for  the  Urban  District  was 

THE  BIRTH  RATE  FOR  ENGLAND 

AND 

19.1 

20.0 

WALES  for  the  same  period  . . 
ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  per 

cent  of  Total 

18.0 

17.4 

Live  Births  was  .  . 

•  • 

•  • 

4.3 

6.8 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

>  1962 

1961 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

4 

THE  STILL  BIRTH  RATE  per 

1,000  total  live  and 

Still  Births  was 

. .  16.9 

17.0 

THE  STILL  BIRTH  RATE  per 

1,000  total  live  and 

Still  Births  for  England  and 

Wales  for  the  same 

period  was 

. 18.1 

18.7 

TOTALS 

Male  Female  1962 

1961 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL 
BIRTHS  . 

119  118  237 

240 

DEATHS 

TOTALS 

Male  Female  1 962 

1961 

Total  Deaths 

71  53  124 

100 

THE  DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  estimated  population 

was  ..  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  10.1  8.5 

THE  DEATH  RATE  for  the  whole  of  England  and 

Wales  per  1,000  population  was  ..  ..  ..11.9  12.0 
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MATERNAL  DEATHS  (including  abortion) 

Nil 

-  Nil 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE  for  the  year  per 
1,000  births  (live  and  still)  was 

Nil 

Nil 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE  for  England  and 
Wales  for  the  same  period  per  1,000  births  (live 
and  still)  was 

0.35 

0.33 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 

Male  Female  1962 

1961 

LEGITIMATE . 2  — .  . 

2 

1 

ILLEGITIMATE  .  .  .  .  —  — 

— 

— 

2  — 

2 

1 

THE  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  for  the  year 
per  1,000  total  live  births  was 

21.5 

4.2 

THE  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  for  the  same 
period  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  total 
live  births  was 

20.7 

21.4 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  per  1,000  Legitimate 
Live  births  was 

21.2 

4.2 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  per  1,000  Illegitimate 
Live  Births  was 

Nil 

Nil 

NEONATAL  MORTALITY 

1961 

1962 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  numbered 

1 

2 

representing  a  rate  of  8.6  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  in  England  and  Wales 
during  1962  represented  a  rate  of  15.1  per  1,000  related  live  births. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 

Male  Female 

Prematurity  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  2  — 

EARLY  NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  week  number  1  — 

representing  a  rate  of  4.3  per  1,000  live  births. 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

Still  births  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined  numbered  5 
representing  a  rate  of  21.1  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 

Male  Female 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . .  . .  14  5 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  —  — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  . .  .  .  . .  —  — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . .  . .  —  — 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  (Including  Transferable  Deaths) 


Ref. 

No. 

1 

Tuberculosis 

Male  Female 
1  — 

9 

Other  infective  and  parastic  diseases 

1 

— 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

. .  4 

— 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

..  3 

— 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Uterus 

. .  — 

1 

14 

Other  malignant  and  Lymphatic  neoplasms 

7 

4 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

. .  13 

17 

18 

Coronary  disease  angina 

. .  15 

5 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

. .  — 

2 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

..  8 

11 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

..  3 

3 

22 

Influenza 

1 

— 

23 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

24 

Bronchitis 

. .  6 

2 

26 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum 

. ,  — 

1 

28 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

..  5 

3 

33 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

1 

— 

34 

All  other  accidents  . . 

— 

2 
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SECTION  “B” 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  FIEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Services 

Producer  samples  of  milk  and  water  are  examined  by  the  County 
Laboratory,  Worcester,  together  with  food  for  chemical  analysis.  The 
major  part  of  the  bacteriological  and  pathological  work  is  carried  out 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Ambulance  Service 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  County  Council  as  Local 
Health  Authority  and  until  September  was  based  in  Kidderminster. 
A  system  of  wireless  control  has  now  been  introduced  with  the 
headquarters  in  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  Department  at 
Worcester.  The  Kidderminster  Ambulance  Station  has  been  aug¬ 
mented  and  now  provides  a  fully  manned  24  hour  service.  An 
ambulance  fcr  infectious  cases  is  stationed  at  Hayley  Green  Isolation 
Hospital  (under  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.) 

Hospitals 

All  hospitals  are  administered  by  the  Birmingham  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  through  their  Management  Committee.  The  Kidder¬ 
minster  General  Hospital  receives  the  majority  of  hospital  patients 
from  this  district.  The  Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital  provides  the 
district  and  surrounding  area  with  maternity  beds. 

Cases  admitted  to  the  Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hos¬ 


pital  during  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  518 

Women  delivered  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  387 

Infants  born  alive  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  385 

Infants  deaths  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Infants  still  born  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Maternal  Deaths  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .  .  .  .  . .  Nil 


Infectious  Diseases 

Beds  for  infectious  diseases  are  provided  at  Hayley  Green 
Isolation  Hospital,  Halesowen,  1  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  admitted 
from  Stourport-on-Severn  Urban  District  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis 

Out  patient  treatment  is  provided  at  the  Kidderminster  Hospital 
Dispensary,  where  Dr.  Cronin  attends  Tuesday  evenings,  Wednesday 
mornings  and  Thursday  afternoons.  In-patients  treatment  is  arranged 
at  Knightwick  Sanatorium.  Sanatorium  facilities  formerly  provided 
at  St.  Wulstan’s  Hospital  are  no  longer  required,  and  this  hospital  is 
now  used  for  psychiatric  cases.  Prevention  and  after-care  remain  the 
responsibility  of  the  Local  Health  Authority,  and  the  service  is 
administered  locally  by  the  After-care  Sub-Committee  of  the 
Divisional  Area  Health  Committee. 
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Venereal  Disease 

Treatment  and  “follow  up”  are  carried  out  at  the  following: 
Kidderminster  and  District  General  Hospital 
Worcester  Royal  Infirmary 
Other  neighbouring  hospitals  as  required. 

The  Council  fitted  notices  conveying  the  above  information  in 
all  public  conveniences  in  the  town  during  the  year. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  service  is  administered  by  the  Local  Health  Authority. 
There  are: 

1  Three  nurses  who  deal  principally  with  Midwifery  and  General 
Nursing.  A  car  is  provided. 

2  Two  whole-time  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  who  attend 
school  medical  inspections,  treat  minor  ailments  at  the  school 
clinic  and  visit  cases  of  mental  defect.  They  visit  infants  and 
children  in  the  home  and  are  responsible  for  their  welfare  from 
fourteen  days  until  they  attend  school  at  five  years,  when  they 
continue  to  supervise  under  the  school  scheme.  They  act  as 
general  health  advisors  to  the  family  in  conjunction  with  the 
doctors,  and  give  help  wherever  practicable,  particularly  with 
the  ageing  members  of  the  family.  They  attend  all  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics  in  their  area.  For  this  purpose  the  Urban  District  is 
divided  into  two  areas  one  nurse  being  responsible  for  the  Town 
centre,  Lower  Heath  and  surrounding  district,  Areley  Kings, 
Astley  and  the  old  part  of  the  Walshes  Estate,  and  the  other  one 
for  the  north  side  of  Bewdley  Road,  Newtown,  Wilden,  Buriish 
and  the  new  part  of  the  Walshes  Estate. 

3  A  whole-time  Health  Visitor  who  visits  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

Clinics 

(a)  Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Ante  Natal  Clinics  are  held  every  Tuesday  and  Thursday 
afternoons  at  the  Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital  in  the  charge 
of  Doctors  MacArthur,  C.  Mackie,  Winter,  Black,  Tibbetts  and 
W.  T.  Mackie  and  Matron  respectively.  A  clinic  is  also  held  by 
the  district  midwives  on  the  second  and  fourth  Monday  in  each 
month. 

( b )  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

(i)  Lucy  Baldwin  held  first  and  third  Fridays  in  each  month. 

(ii)  Wilden,  held  third  Wednesday  in  month. 

(iii)  Areley  Kings,  held  in  Parish  Hall,  Areley  Kings,  on  the 
second  and  fourth  Thursday  afternoons.  (In  charge  of  Dr. 
Winter). 

Children  under  five  are  immunised  at  these  clinics  and  vaccina¬ 
tion  is  carried  out  as  required. 

Separate  sessions  for  Poliomyelitis  immunisations  are  held  at 
the  Mitton  Street  School  Clinic,  by  appointment,  for  all  those  age 
groups  who  are  eligible. 
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SECTION  “C” 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

The  majority  of  the  dwellings  in  the  area  are  supplied  with  water 
from  the  Council’s  mains.  The  source  of  supply  is  deep  bores  in  the 
Bewdley  Corporation’s  area  and  the  storage  reservoirs  are  situated 
at  Mount  Pleasant. 

As  from  the  1st  October  the  supply  of  water  became  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  newly  formed  North  West  Worcestershire  Water  Board. 
This  Authority  has  resulted  after  several  years  difficult  negotiation 
from  the  amalgamation  of  the  constituent  local  authorities  i.e. 
Stourport-on-Severn  U.D.C.,  Tenbury  R.D.C.,  Martley  R.D.C., 
Kidderminster  R.D.C.,  Kidderminster  B.C.,  Bewdley  B.C.,  part 
Droitwich  R.D.C.,  part  Bromsgrove  R.D.C.,  part  Stourbridge  M.B., 
part  Amblecote  U.D.C.,  and  part  Brierley  Hill  U.D.C., 

5  Bacteriological  samples  were  taken  from  the  Town  Supply 
and  all  proved  the  water  to  be  satisfactory. 

A  report  on  a  sample  taken  for  chemical  analysis  from  the  town 
supply  at  The  Council  House,  New  Street,  Stourport-on-Severn  on 
the  31st  May,  1962  is  given  below: — 

Physical  Characters 

Colour  Colourless 

Odour  None 

Deposit  None  pH.  7.6 


Chemical  Examination  (F.esults  expressed  in 

parts  per  million) 

solids  in  suspension  (Dried  at  100°C) 

— 

solids  in  solution  (Dried  at  180°C)  . . 

185 

solids  in  solution  After  ignition 

105 

CHLORINE  PRESENT  AS  CHLORIDE 

21 

HARDNESS  NON-CARBONATE 

32 

,,  CARBONATE 

96 

,,  TOTAL 

128 

AMMONIACAL  NITROGEN 

0.01 

ALBUMINOID  NITROGEN 

Trace 

NITRATE  NITROGEN 

8.2 

NITRITE  NITROGEN 

Nil 

OXYGEN  ABSORBED  IN  4  HOURS  AT  27°C  (n/80  PER- 

manganate) 

0.15 

TOXIC  METALS 

Absent 

RESIDUAL  CHLORINE  FREE 

COMBINED 

TOTAL 

FLUORINE  .  . 

opinion: — The  chemical  condition  of  the  sample  is  satisfactory. 
Tests  for  the  commoner  toxic  metals  were  negative. 

Signed 

W.  E.  JONES, 

Deputy  County  Analyst. 


9 


With  the  formation  of  the  Water  Board  samples  will  continue 
to  be  taken  by  the  Health  Department  periodically  and  copies  of  the 
reports  will  be  sent  to  the  Board. 

Mains  extensions  were  carried  out  to  serve  the  development 
taking  place  at  Burlish. 

Drains  and  Sewerage 

Disposal  of  sewage  at  the  Oldington  Disposal  Works,  used 
jointly  with  the  Borough  of  Kidderminster  and  Bewdley,  has  con¬ 
tinued  satisfactorily. 

However,  the  increasing  load  has  made  it  necessary  to  con¬ 
siderably  increase  the  capacity  of  these  works  and  plans  are  being 
drawn  up  to  implement  this. 

While  not  concerned  directly  with  the  engineering  aspects  of 
this  extension  the  Council  will  be  required  to  contribute  their 
proportion  of  the  cost. 


SECTION  “D” 

HOUSING 

12  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council  during  the  year  (10  for 
sale  under  the  Homeville  Scheme)  and  218  houses  were  built  by 
private  enterprise. 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  the  Urban  District  .  .  1271 

Number  of  Hutted  dwellings  requisitioned  by  Council  Nil 
Number  of  Houses  requisitioned  by  Council  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  Applicants  for  Council  Houses  . .  258 

Number  of  above  applicants  who  are  living  in  lodgings  80 
Approximate  total  number  of  persons  represented  by 

application  list  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  658 

With  regard  to  houses  considered  unfit  for  human  habitation 
in  the  district,  3  Demolition  Orders  were  made  during  the  year. 
Number  of  families  rehoused  from  condemned  properties  6. 

Burlish  Park  Estate 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  with  development  of  this 
estate  with  the  extension  of  roads,  services  and  a  variety  of  types  of 
dwellings.  207  new  houses  have  been  completed  and  occupied 
during  the  year. 

Walshes  Farm  Areas 

(a)  The  Council’s  Caravan  Camping  Site 

This  site  contained  72  caravans  and  approximately  200  tents 
during  the  holiday  period. 

The  additional  sanitary  block  on  the  caravan  site  has  at  last 
been  completed  and  is  a  credit  to  the  Council. 

It  is  hoped  that  it  will  prove  possible  in  the  fairly  near  future 
to  convert  the  second  half  of  the  older  sanitary  block  to  water 
carriage. 
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First  Aid 

The  Council’s  First  Aid  Centre  continues  to  provide  a  most 
valuable  service  which  is  appreciated  by  all  concerned.  It  is  manned 
on  a  voluntary  basis  by  the  B.R.C.S.  with  one  experienced  member 
present  together  with  one  or  two  junior  members  at  all  busy  holiday 
periods. 

During  the  year  504  cases  were  treated  chiefly  requiring  first 
aid  at  the  centre  although  some  were  referred  to  local  doctors  and 
only  a  small  number  had  to  receive  hospital  treatment. 

(b)  Haywood’s  Meadow 

This  site  has  approximately  150  holiday  caravans,  bungalows 
and  similar  structures. 

It  has  not  yet  proved  possible  to  bring  about  improvements  to 
the  sanitary  arrangements  at  this  site,  but  it  is  hoped  that  a  start  will 
be  made  in  the  coming  year. 

Houseboats 

A  few  boats  continue  to  be  occupied  on  a  permanent  basis.  The 
British  Waterways  discourage  such  occupation  and  are  likely  to 
take  action  for  the  removal  of  un-occupied  boats  in  the  near  future. 

SECTION  “E” 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  number  of  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  on  the  register  is 
5,  and  the  number  of  retailers  of  ice-cream  is  57.  Regular  samples 
have  been  taken  from  the  manufacturers  and  these  have  proved 
satisfactory. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  of  Food  poisoning  have  occurred  during  the  year  in 
this  Urban  District. 

Adulteration  of  Food 

Mr.  Spencer,  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures, 
Worcestershire  County  Council,  reports  the  following  samples  were 
taken  during  the  year: — 

General 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  County  Council  treats  its 
area  for  sampling  purposes  as  a  single  unit  and  not  as  a  number  of 
districts.  Such  sub-division  is  unnecessary  as  most  foods  and  drugs, 
whether  imported  or  home  produced,  are  now  pre-packed  by  large 
concerns  and  distributed  nationally  or  at  least  over  large  areas. 
These  foods  come  under  the  scrutiny  of  a  considerable  number  of 
food  and  drug  authorities  and  no  useful  purpose  would  be  served 
by  sub-dividing  the  County  area  for  sampling  purposes.  Foods 
produced  and  sold  locally  receive  individual  attention.  Sampling 
done  in  Stourport  Urban  District  is  part  of  the  scheme  of  sampling 
for  the  area  administered  by  the  County  Council  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act. 

In  their  dual  capacities  of  Sampling  Officers  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  and  Inspectors  under  the  Weights  and  Measures 
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Acts  the  County  Council's  Officers  scrutinise  most  varieties  and 
packs  of  foods  and  drugs  sold  in  the  County  and  make  a  careful 
selection  for  submission  to  the  public  analyst. 

Milk 

To  get  a  general  picture  of  present  milk  sampling  procedure  it  is 
necessary  to  recall  that  some  years  ago  the  processing  and  distribu¬ 
tion  of  milk  passed  into  the  hands  of  large  dairies  and  the  smaller 
retailers,  selling  raw  milk  produced  on  local  farms,  went  out  of 
business.  Milk  from  farms  was  directed  to  dairies  where  it  was 
bulked,  processed  and  bottled  for  retail  sale.  With  the  change 
sampling  on  the  streets  was  rendered  useless  for  discovering  adultera¬ 
tion  as  experience  had  shown  that  this,  with  few  exceptions,  took 
place  at  the  farm.  Sampling  is  now  therefore  concentrated  largely 
on  farm  supplies  at  some  point  between  farm  and  receiving  dairy. 
On  the  retail  side  sampling  attention  is  directed  to  Channel  Islands 
milk  (for  which  there  is  a  statutory  standard  for  fat  content)  and 
farm  bottled  T.T.  milk  with  occasional  checks  on  the  output  side  of 
the  dairies. 

During  the  year,  therefore,  farm  consignments  to  the  dairies 
supplying  milk  to  Stourport  Urban  District  have  been  sampled  for 
adulteration  and  compositional  quality.  The  bottled  products  of 
those  dairies  have  also  received  attention. 

611  such  milk  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis.  A  number  of 
farms  supplying  milk  to  these  dairies  have  dispensed  with  churns  and 
installed  refrigerated  bulking  tanks  from  which  the  milk  is  collected 
daily  by  tanker  for  delivery  to  the  dairies.  The  milk  in  these  tanks 
has  been  sampled  before  collection,  47  such  samples  have  been 
taken,  as  a  result  the  milk  from  the  tank  at  a  Shropshire  farm  was 
found  to  contain  small  percentages  of  water  on  three  consecutive 
days  and  a  thorough  investigation  into  the  methods  of  production 
and  cleansing  of  the  automatic  milking  plant  was  made  at  the  farm 
and  a  severe  caution  was  given  the  producer. 

The  law  has  regard  for  the  compositional  quality  of  a  producer’s 
consignment  as  a  whole  and  not  to  quality  of  the  milk  in  the  indi¬ 
vidual  churns  of  the  consignment  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
report  that  except  for  the  one  instance  mentioned  above  ail  con¬ 
signments  were  correct.  Within  these  consignments  however  35 
churns  were  found  to  contain  milk  below  the  presumptive  standard 
of  3%  fat,  and  39  churns  contained  milk  below  the  presumptive 
standard  of  8.5%  solids  not  fat  but  was  genuine  milk  of  poor 
quality. 

Samples  other  than  milk 

49  samples  were  sent  in  for  analysis  and  of  these  1 1  were 
reported  against.  These  are  as  follows: — 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pies  (2  samples).  These  were  pies  of  local  manu¬ 
facture  and  had  a  meat  content  of  14.5%  and  13.0%.  There  is  no 
statutory  standard  for  meat  content  for  such  pies  but  20%  is  con- 
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sidered  a  satisfactory  minimum.  The  manufacturer  was  visited  and 
agreed  to  raise  the  meat  content. 

Tinned  Lamb  Chops  with  Vegetable  and  Gravy.  This  sample  con¬ 
tained  26%  meat  only.  The  Public  Analyst  considered  that  ready 
cooked  meals  of  this  kind  should  contain  not  less  than  35  %  meat. 
There  is  however,  no  statutory  standard.  Strong  representations  were 
made  to  the  manufacturer  on  the  matter. 

Crown  Orange.  In  composition  this  conformed  to  that  of  a  squash  or 
crush  and  the  manufacturers  agreed  to  include  one  of  these  words  in 
the  description  of  future  labels. 

Dried  Apple  Flakes.  These  prepacked  Flakes  were  labelled  with  a 
statement  that  the  contents  of  each  packet  were  made  from  1  lb.  of 
fresh  apples.  By  making  generous  allowances  for  moisture  and 
wastage  it  was  considered  that  the  contents  of  each  package  was 
the  equivalent  of  12  ounces  of  fresh  apples  only.  These  Flakes  were 
processed  in  America  and  correspondence  on  this  matter  is  still 
proceeding  with  the  packers. 

Tinned  Boneless  Chicken.  The  meat  content  of  this  pack  was  only 
73%  whereas  a  minimum  of  95%  is  generally  recommended.  There 
is  no  statutory  standard.  Further  samples  of  this  article  are  being 
taken  for  further  tests. 

Sambol  Oak.  Found  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  not  in  good  con¬ 
dition. 

Paprika.  Evidence  of  extensive  mould. 

Both  these  samples  were  reported  to  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  for  Stourport  U.D.C.  for  action. 

Other  Checks 

During  the  year  thousands  of  labels  of  pre-packed  goods  have 
been  scrutinised  to  ensure  that  statements  on  labels  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953.  With  regard  to 
insecticides  and  fungicides  residues.  Samples  of  particular  foods  have 
been  submitted  for  tests  for  contamination  by  the  chemicals. 
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SECTION  “F” 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

Diptheria  Immunisation 

The  number  of  children  immunised  for  the  first  time  during  the 
year  at  clinics,  schools  or  by  general  practitioners,  was  as  follows: — 
Pre-School  children  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  250 

School  Children  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  28 

Reinforcing  doses  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  275 

General 


Cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  are  shown 
in  the  following  table. 


Diseases 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Tuberculosis 

5 

6 

1 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

2 

— 

1 

Scarlatina 

25 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

Measles 

4 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  area  during  the  year: — 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

Non- 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1— 

5— 

15— 

25— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35— 

45— 

55— 

65  &  over 

1 

~~ 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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B.C.G.  Inoculations 

The  County  Council  scheme  for  the  testing  and  inoculation  of 
susceptible  children  in  their  thirteenth  year  continued  satisfactorily 
and  the  following  are  the  figures  for  the  year: — 


Number  invited 
Number  accented 
Per  cent,  accepted 
B.C.G.  Negative 
Positive 

Number  absent 
Per  cent.  Positive 
Retested 


217 

212 

86.8 

204 

8 

5 

3.7 

3 


There  has  been  a  fall  in  the  proportion  of  parents  accepting 
B.C.G.  inoculation  which  is  unfortunate.  The  importance  of  this 
measure  of  protection  against  tuberculosis  in  the  most  susceptible 
teenage  years  will  be  strongly  emphasised  next  year. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  proportion  of  positive  reactors 
has  fallen  to  a  low  level. 


Mass  Radiography  Service 

The  mobile  unit  did  not  visit  this  area  during  the  year  but  it  is 
available  as  required  at  the  Coventry  Street  Clinic,  Kidderminster 
where  it  makes  a  weekly  attendance. 

Conclusion 

The  public  health  services  provided  and  administered  by  the 
Council  have  proved  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

The  greatest  need  in  the  district  is  still  for  more  houses  and 
especially  centrally  situated  accomodation  for  aged  persons.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  Council  will  be  able  to  proceed  with  their  plans  for 
such  houses  at  an  early  date. 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman,  and  Members  of  the 
Council,  and  the  Council’s  staff  for  their  help  and  co-operation 
during  the  year. 


I  am,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  W.  MARKHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1962 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Stourport  on  Severn  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Report  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  for  the  year,  1962. 

Housing 

The  housing  problem  in  this  district,  is  1  think  it  fair  to  say, 
not  a  serious  one  but  nevertheless  there  remains  a  great  deal  of 
work  to  be  done  before  a  satisfactory  situation  can  be  said  to  have 
been  achieved. 

The  greatest  difficulty  being  experienced  is  in  the  persuading 
of  owners  of  property  to  take  advantage  of  the  Improvement 
Grants  that  are  available  through  the  Council  from  the  Government. 
A  fair  percentage  of  owner/occupiers  in  the  district  have  improved 
their  houses  but  hardly  any  of  the  tenanted  properties  have  been 
improved  under  this  system.  Efforts  have  been  made  by  the  Council 
to  “sell”  grants  for  improving  houses  but  little  success  has  been 
met  with. 

It  is  realised  by  those  who  are  concerned  that  unless  improve¬ 
ments  are  made  to  a  great  number  of  houses  our  housing  problem 
could  become  vast  indeed.  In  certain  quarters  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  is  being  urged  to  legislate  for  com¬ 
pulsory  powers  to  enforce  landlords  to  improve  houses.  This  would 
answer  the  problem  but  naturally  there  is  a  reluctance  to  take  such 
steps  but  it  is  hoped  a  solution  will  be  forthcoming  before  houses 
become  slums. 

There  still  remain  a  number  of  occupied  unfit  houses  in  the 
district  mostly  in  the  town.  The  main  reason  for  this  being  that  the 
occupants  have  no  wish  to  move  from  their  present  surroundings  and 
as  many  of  them  are  old  age  pensioners  it  is  understandable.  Perhaps 
when  central  housing  is  provided  these  persons  can  be  offered  houses 
without  taking  them  away  from  familiar  surroundings. 

A  great  deal  of  time  is  spent  on  routine  housing  work  both 
under  the  Housing  Act  and  Public  Health  Act,  much  of  which  is 
informal.  Formal  action  was  taken  under  the  Housing  Act  and 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  but  only  in  one  case  was  it  necessary  for 
matters  to  reach  court  stage. 

A  summary  of  this  work  is  given  below: — 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  the  Service  of  Formal 
Notices. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  at  which  defects  were  remedied  23 
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Action  under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  16,  17  and  18  of  the  Housing  Act 
1957 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  .  .  3 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  1 

(3)  Number  of  Undertakings  not  to  re-let  accepted  . .  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  Houses  demolished  following  Statutory 

Action  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  3 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
formal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 

be  remedied  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  3 

(2)  Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

following  formal  notices  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

( c )  Proceedings  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

(Clearance  Areas)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 


SUMMARY  OF  REPAIRS  EFFECTED  FOLLOWING 
PRELIMINARY  OR  STATUTORY  ACTION 


Structural  Repairs  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  4 

Roof  Repairs  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Eaves  Gutters  Repairs  or  Renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  1 

Windows  or  Doors  repaired  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  15 

Dampness  Remedied  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  7 

Firegrates  and  Ranges  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Floors  Repaired  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Walls  and  Ceiling  Plaster  Repaired  . .  . .  .  .  13 

W.C.  Fittings  Repaired  or  Renewed  . .  . .  11 

Drains  Unblocked  and  Cleansed  . .  .  .  .  .  12 

Drains  Repaired  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  2 

Old  Drains  Tested  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  6 

Public  Sewers  Repaired  or  relaid  . .  . .  . .  1 

Public  Sewers  Unblocked  and  Cleansed  .  .  . .  34 

Houses  Disinfected  (including  Waspsnests)  .  .  21 

Houses  Disinfected  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

New  dustbins  Provided  after  Notice  . .  . .  7 

New  Dustbins  Provided  by  Council  on  request  .  .  224 


Meat  Inspection 

As  is  shown  in  the  table  overleaf  the  animals  killed  for  human 
consumption  have  been  of  excellent  quality  as  very  little  meat  has 
had  to  be  condemned. 
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ANIMALS  INSPECTED 


Cattle 

{exclu¬ 

ding 

cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

lambs 

Pigs 

Hor¬ 

ses 

Number  Killed 

78 

Nil 

2 

516 

134 

Nil 

Number  Inspected  . . 

78 

Nil 

2 

516 

134 

Nil 

All  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticeri  : 

Whole  Carcass  con¬ 
demned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  of  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

4 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  or  cysti- 
cerci 

5.55 

Nil 

Nil 

0.193 

2.985 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  Only: 
Whole  carcass  con¬ 
demned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cysticercosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Meat  was  condemned  for  the  following  reasons 


Cause  Weight 

Abscesses  (Bovine  Livers)  . .  .  .  . .  . .  27  lbs. 

Pneumonia  (Pigs  Lungs)  . .  . .  . .  . .  7  lbs. 

Cirrhosis  (Lambs  Liver)  . .  .  .  . .  . .  3  lbs. 

Emphysema  (Bovine  Lung)  . .  . .  . .  8  lbs. 

Pleurisy  (Pigs  Heart  and  Lungs)  .  .  . .  . .  7  lbs. 

Distomatosis  (Bovine  Liver)  .  .  .  .  . .  4  lbs. 

Total  Weight  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  56  lbs. 
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Other  Foods 


In  co-operation  with  the  shopkeepers  and  food  handlers  in  the 
district  39  visits  were  made  to  examine  foodstuffs  to  ascertain 
if  they  were  fit  for  human  consumption. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unfit  and  were 
subsequently  disposed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  it  getting 
into  the  hands  of  the  general  public. 


Bacon 

Tomato 

Kippers 

Tomato 

Tomato 

Canned 


5  5 
55 
55 
55 
55 
5  5 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 
55 


Juice 

Juice 
Paste 

Cooked  Ham .  . 

Lunch  Tongues 
Ox  Tongues  .  . 
Luncheon  Meat 
Corned  Beef  .  . 

Unox  Ham  . . 

Palace  Pork  .  . 

Cooked  Pork  Shoulder 
Minced  Beef  Loaf 
Salmon 
Pilchards 
Sardines 

Steak  and  Kidney 
Stewed  Steak 


55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 

55 


Soup 

Vegetables 

Tomatoes 

Sauerkraut  Cabbage 

Spaghetti 

Fruit 

Evaporated  Milk 
Creamed  Rice 


43  lb.  3  ozs. 

1  jar 
stone 

15  cases 
4  cases 

4  tins 
7  „ 

1  „ 

2  „ 

33 

2  „ 

2  „ 

1  „ 

3  „ 

3  „ 

10  „ 

1  „ 

2  „ 

1  „ 

12  „ 

26  „ 

26  „ 

24  „ 

2  „ 

32 

,, 

107  „ 

5  „ 


In  addition  to  the  above  complaints  are  received  from  time  to 
time  regarding  the  condition  of  food  or  food  containers  purchased 
locally. 

Immediate  investigation  of  such  complaints  is  made  and  where 
necessary  the  assistance  of  the  Analyst’s  Department  and  Public 
Health  Laboratory  is  called  in. 

Such  complaints  are  fortunately  few  and  far  between  and  there 
is  always  full  co-operation  from  the  traders  in  the  investigations  that 
are  necessary  and  they  are  anxious  to  immediately  prevent  any 
re-occurrence  of  the  cause  of  the  complaint. 


Ice  Cream 

This  food  continues  to  be  as  popular  as  ever  with  all  age  groups 
and  whilst  it  has  not  been  found  to  be  a  vehicle  of  infection  for  many 
years  it  still  could  be  unless  scrupulously  clean  methods  are  used  for 
its  manufacture,  storage,  and  sale. 
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For  this  reason  great  interest  is  taken  by  Public  Health  Officials 
in  ice  cream  and  besides  ensuring  the  places  and  methods  of  manu¬ 
facture  and  storage  and  sale  are  satisfactory  samples  are  taken 
regularly  to  check  such  methods.  Regular  samples  have  proved  the 
ice  cream  sold  in  this  district  is  satisfactory. 

All  premises  except  catering  premises,  schools,  clubs  and  enter¬ 
tainment  halls,  which  manufacture,  store  or  sell  ice  cream  must  be 
registered  with  the  Local  Authority.  Within  the  Urban  District 
there  are: — 

1  Manufacturer 

57  Retailers 

Food  Hygiene 

All  premises  used  for  the  storage,  preparation  or  sale  of  food 
which  is  sold  to  the  general  public  are  subject  to  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  and  visits  are  made  as  often  as  possible  to  ensure  these 
regulations  are  observed.  Unfortunately  it  is  not  possible  owing  to 
insufficient  time  available  to  inspect  premises  as  frequently  as  is 
desirable. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955 — Section  16 

Registration  of  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  of  prepared 
foods, 

Number  on  Register  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  7 


Details  of  Types  of  Food  Manufactured 

Number  of 

Premises  Food  Manufactured 

1  Sausage,  Cooked  Meat  Pies 

1  Sausages  only 

3  Sausages  and  Pickled  Tongues 

1  Meat  Pickling 

1  Cooked  Ham  only. 

Number  of  Inspections  made  .  . 

Number  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Area 

Type  of  Business 
Works  Canteen 
School  Kitchens 
Bakehouses 

Bakery  and  Confectionery 
Grocers  and  Provision  Merchants 
General  Food 
Sweet  Shops 
Greengrocers 
Wet  Fish  shops 
Butchers  Shops 
Cooked  Meat 
Fish  Friers 
Licensed  Premises  (Including  Clubs  & 
Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 
Mobile  Canteens 
Mobile  Fish  Friers 


off-licences) 
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Number 

6 

2 

1 

4 
17 
26 

7 

5 
3 

11 

3 

4 
50 
10 

2 

1 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Refuse  and  Salvage  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  collection  of  refuse  was  carried  out  on  a  weekly  basis 
throughout  the  town  from  dwelling  houses,  shops  and  other  premises 
and  during  the  summer  extended  to  the  caravan  and  bungalow  sites 
in  the  district.  Minor  difficulties  were  experienced  from  time  to  time 
but  with  the  co-oporation  of  the  collectors  and  occupiers  of  properties 
these  were  overcome. 

The  bonus  system  has  continued  to  successfully  stabilise  the  man 
power  employed  which  contributed  greatly  to  the  high  standard  of 
service  to  the  community.  A  continuous  check  is  kept  on  the  state 
of  the  containers  used  for  the  storage  of  refuse  by  ratepayers  in 
order  to  ensure  that  these  containers  are  in  a  suitable  and  satisfactory 
condition.  Informal  action  usually  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  get 
defective  bins  renewed. 

Special  collections  of  refuse  are  arranged  from  trade  premises 
and  private  dwelling  houses  for  which  appropriate  charges  are  made 
to  cover  cost  of  collection,  conveyance,  and  disposal. 

The  collection  of  paper  salvage  was  continued  to  be  carried  out 
from  the  shops  and  other  business  premises  without  charge. 

All  refuse  was  disposed  of  at  Bonemill  Quarry  and  suitably 
covered  and  salvage  was  sorted,  baled  and  sold. 


Details  of  Salvageable  Materials  sold  during  1962 


Waste  Paper  . . 
Light  Scrap  Metal 
Tins 

Rags  etc. 
Aluminium 


1962 

Amount 

1962  Weight  Realised 

Tons  Cwts  Qrs.  £  s.  d. 

124  4  2  771  8  2 

8  13  2  54  4  7 

14  0  0 
31  1  10  0 

1  2  3  0  0 


844  2  9 


1961 
Amount 
£  s.  d. 

889  5  5 

34  11  3 

9  0  0 
1  10  0 
1  0  0 


935  6  8 


Details  of  Cost  of  Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse  and  Salvage 
during  1962 

£  s.  d. 

Expenditure  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  13910  12  1 

Income  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  1043  3  3 


Total  Weight  of  refuse  eoileeted  and  disposed  of  during  1962  is 
recorded  below: — 


Month 

Tons 

Weight 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

January 

336 

1 

3 

February 

118 

4 

0 

March  .  . 

248 

6 

0 

April 

249 

5 

0 

May 

280 

0 

2 

June 

192 

8 

0 

July  . 

199 

8 

2 

August  . . 

241 

9 

3 

September 

214 

14 

0 

October.  . 

248 

7 

2 

November 

322 

10 

2 

December 

249 

10 

0 

Total 

2900 

5 

2 

Cleansing  of  Pail  Closets  and  Cesspools  etc. 

This  essential  service  was  carried  out  without  interruption 
during  the  year  although,  here  again,  it  must  be  emphasised  that 
without  full  co-operation  from  the  attendants  of  the  vehicle  per¬ 
forming  this  work  such  a  high  standard  of  efficiency  could  not  have 
been  reached.  Rarely  was  it  necessary  for  any  ratepayer  to  suffer  any 
inconvenience  or  nuisance  due  to  cesspools  overflowing. 

In  addition  this  vehicle  and  the  attendants  carry  out  routine 
cleansing  of  roadside  gullies  as  often  as  is  possible  and  in  everything 
concerning  blocked  sewers  and  flooding  they  are  always  at  hand  to 
draw  off  excess  water  until  the  trouble  is  alleviated. 

This  vehicle  is  also  employed  from  time  to  time  by  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Council’s  of  Martley  Rural  District  and  Bewdley  Borough 
to  empty  cesspools  or  assist  them  in  a  particular  manner  for  pumping 
purposes. 
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Details  of  Revenue  from  Private  Works 

£  s.  d. 

Chargeable  work  outside  the  district  .  .  . .  73  10  0 

Chargeable  work  inside  the  district  .  .  . .  78  5  6 

Outdoor  Staff  employed  on  Public  Cleansing 

3  Refuse  Freighter  Driverdoaders 
1  Driver/loader  (Salvage  and  Refuse) 

9  Refuse  and  Salvage  Loaders 
1  Tip  Attendant 

1  Salvage  Baler  and  Weighbridge  Attendant 
1  Gully/Cesspool  Emptier  Driver 
l  Gully/Cesspool  Emptier  Attendant 

Rodent  Control 

Rodent  control  remains  as  far  as  the  occupiers  of  dwelling 
houses  are  concerned  a  service  on  the  rates  and  only  a  complaint  to 
the  Public  Health  Department  is  necessary  to  have  treatment  for  rats 
and  mice  carried  out.  Many  residents  do  not  appear  to  be  aware  of 
this  facility  and  often  try  unsuccessfully  to  treat  for  rodents  them¬ 
selves. 

No  serious  infestations  were  encountered  during  the  year,  but 
from  time  to  time  small  pockets  of  infestation  w^ere  discovered  and 
dealt  with. 

The  main  sewers  were  test  baited  for  infestation  with  rats  but 
only  minor  colonies  were  discovered  and  these  were  completely 
destroyed. 

Summary  of  Work  carried  out  in  1962. 

Type  of  Premises 
Local  Authority’s  Property 
Agricultural  Property 
Business  Premises 
Dwelling  houses 

Public  Conveniences 

The  existing  facilities  continued  to  serve  the  town  although 
the  Council  gave  serious  consideration  to  the  future  needs  of  the 
community. 

It  was  felt  that  the  oldest  of  the  public  conveniences,  that  is, 
Lion  Hill,  had  served  the  town  w'ell  but  would  need  replacing  by 
larger  and  more  up  to  date  facilities.  It  was  decided  consideration 
should  be  given  to  this  matter  in  the  near  future. 

On  a  wider  basis  it  was  considered  whether  it  was  desirable  to 
provide  conveniences  at  suitable  points  throughout  the  Urban  area 
but  it  was  felt  the  need  was  not  sufficient  to  warrant  any  expenditure 
in  the  immediate  future,  but  the  matter  should  be  kept  under  review. 

From  the  damage  standpoint  1962  was  a  good  year  only  matters 
of  a  minor  nature  occurring. 


Number  of 
Treatments 
17 
6 
42 

.  927 
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Caravan  and  Camping  Sites 

Stourport  on  Severn  has  always  provided  attraction  for  the 
caravan  and  tent  and  certain  families  have  been  coming  to  the  vicinity 
for  their  annual  holidays  for  many  years,  almost  since  the  turn  of  the 
century.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  today  there  are  five 
large  holiday  caravan  sites  in  the  district  providing  standing  for  over 
300  caravans. 

Considerable  improvements  have  been  made  to  all  sites  since 
the  inception  of  the  Act  of  1960  particularly  during  1962,  but  in 
certain  instances  works  of  improvement  have  still  to  be  completed. 


Clean  Air 

During  the  year  nuisance  was  experienced  in  a  certain  part  of 
the  town  from  black  smuts  being  emitted.  The  source  of  the  trouble 
was  found  to  be  a  rather  out-dated  method  of  mechanical  stoking. 
After  informal  approach  the  firm  concerned  decided  to  install  a 
completely  new  method  of  mechanical  stoking  which  to  date  has 
proved  highly  successful. 

Occasional  complaints  were  recieved  from  other  quarters  but 
generally  they  were  not  of  a  serious  nature  and  were  all  dealt  with 
successfully  bv  such  informal  action  as  indicated  in  the  previous 
paragraph. 


Noise  Abatement 

Few  complaints  have  been  received  by  the  Department  during 
the  current  year  and  in  respect  of  those  made  it  was  found  again  that 
only  informal  action  was  necessary  to  reduce  the  level  of  sound  to 
an  acceptable  one. 

The  Noise  Abatement  Act  specifically  bans  the  use  of  chimes 
and  other  musical  methods  of  informing  the  public  that  a  mobile  van 
is  in  the  vicinity  after  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  but  I  regret  to  say  most 
of  the  operators  of  mobile  ice  cream  vans  have  ignored  this  law. 
Such  offenders,  if  apprehended,  have  been  warned  and  fortunately, 
so  far,  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  a  prosecution. 


Mortuary 

In  1962  44  bodies  were  placed  in  the  Couch's  Mortuary. 


Factories  Act  1937-1959 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories 
Act  1937. 


24 


Part  I  of  the  Act 

1  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health  (inclu¬ 
ding  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

a) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections,  1,  2,  3, 4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

2 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

54 

24 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total 

56 

24 

— 

— 
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2  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 
“cases”) 


Number 
which  defec 

of  cases  in 
‘ts  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prose¬ 
cutions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Ref 
to  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

nerred 

By  H.M 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(Si)  .. 

6 

6 

1 

Overcrowding  (S2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tem¬ 
perature  (S3)  . . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Inadequate  venti¬ 
lation  (S4) 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors  (S6) 

_ 

_ 

Sanitary  conveni¬ 
ences  (S7) 

(a)  insufficient  . . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  not  separate  for 
sexes  . . 

Other  offences 

against  the  Act 
(not  including  of¬ 
fences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Total 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 
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Out  Workers 

There  is  1  person  registered  in  this  district  as  an  outworker. 

REGISTER  OF  FACTORIES  (31st  DECEMBER,  1962) 

Motor  Bodywork  Builders  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Manufacture  of  Agricultural  Implements  . .  . .  1 

Blacksmith  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Builders  Yard  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Battery  Reconstruction  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Builders . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  2 

Chaff  Cutters  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Carpet  Manufacturers  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Civil  Engineers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Engineers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Food  Manufacturers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Gravel  Pits  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Manufacture  of  Chains  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Manufacture  of  Leather  Goods  . .  . .  . .  1 

Manufacture  of  Wood  Articles  . .  . .  . .  1 

Manufacture  of  Ceramic  Insulators  . .  . .  1 

Manufacture  of  Electrical  Components  . .  . .  2 

Making  of  Lock  Gates  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Motor  and  Motor  Cycle  Engineers  . .  . .  5 

Milliner  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Joinery  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Manufacture  of  Concrete  Blocks  . .  . .  . .  1 

Boat  Building  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Power  Plant  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Petrol  Depots  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Repair  of  Canal  Boats  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Repair  of  Chains  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Tannery  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Timber  Merchants  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Vinegar  Works  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Wire  Merchants  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Manufacture  of  Packing  Cases  . .  . .  . .  1 

Window  Blind  Manufacturers  . .  . .  . .  1 

56 

Pet  Shops 

There  are  2  licensed  Pet  Shops  in  the  district 
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SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 


Preliminary  Notices 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  . .  . .  . .  . .  56 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  2 

Factory  Act,  1937  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  6 

P.D.P.A.  1949  .  1 

Housing  Act  1957  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956  .  . .  . .  3 

Statutory  Notices 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93  . .  . .  3 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTION  AND  VISITS,  1962 


Rent  Act  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Housing  Act 

Routine  and  Revisits  . ,  ..  .  .  ..  157 

Repairs  and  Revisits  .  .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Overcrowding  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Public  Health  Act 

Nuisance  Revisits  ..  ..  ..  ..  117 

Defects  and  Revisits  . .  . .  . .  . .  170 

Infectious  Disease 

Enquiries  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  4 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Food  Shops  General  . .  . .  . .  . .  39 

Cafes  &  Restaurants  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 

Canteens  . .  . .  ....  . .  . .  8 

Mobiles .  7 

Fish  Friers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

Ice-cream  Premises 

Routine  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

Samples  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Factories 

Mechanical  Power  . .  . .  . .  . .  24 

Non-Mechanical  Power  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Workplaces  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 

Caravan  Sites  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  87 

Refuse  Collection  . .  .  . .  . .  . .  89 

Refuse  &  Salvage  Disposal  . .  . .  . .  76 

Public  Conveniences  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  33 

Rodent  Control 

Business  Premises  . .  . .  . .  . .  19 

Local  Authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 

Dwelling  Houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  15 

Clean  Air  Act  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Food  Inspection  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  36 
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Slaughterhouses 

Meat  Inspection  . .  . .  . .  . .  183 

Routine  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Mortuary  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

Water  Supply 

Routine  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  38 

Samples  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  27 

Pet  Shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  19 

Drainage 

Private  Drains  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  55 

Public  Sewers  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  87 

Main  Sewers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Trade  Refuse  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

Trade  Effluent 

Routine  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Samples  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  10 

Disinfestations  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  7 

Noise  Abatement  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  18 

Court  Cases  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Meetings  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  35 


Summary 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  emphasise  that  this  report  high¬ 
lights  only  certain  aspects  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
in  the  Public  Health  Department.  The  duties  imposed  are,  as  in 
common  with  all  smaller  authorities,  multifarious  and  could  not  be 
carried  out  satisfactorily  without  the  close  co-operatio  i  of  the  staff 
of  the  Department  for  which  I  am  greatly  indebted. 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  all  Members  of  the  Council  and  the 
staff  of  the  Council  for  their  helpful  assistance  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  F.  HUGHES. 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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